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convolution, and as a corollary may be taken Miss King’s
contribution on the descending spinal paths in the same
animal. The pyramidal tract is comparatively small and
cannot be followed beyond the first cervical segment. Mr.
W. A. Jolly’s observations on the time relations of the knee-
jerk and simple reflexes were made on the rabbit, by means
of the string galvanometer. Mr. H. E. Roaf’s paper is a
short one. He finds that in a strip of tissue near the rectal
gland in Purpura lapillus there is a pressor substance allied
to adrenin. Dr. R. Burton-Opitz of Columbia University
contributes three papers (Parts II., III., and IV.) on the
vascularity of the liver. For the results we must refer the
reader to the original papers. Dr. J. Ritchie and Mr. Ninian
Bruce find that in diphtheritic toxaemia in guinea-pigs there
is a complete or relative absence of adrenalin and that death
appears to result from a condition which might be compared
to acute Addison’s disease. Dr. P. T. Herring continues his
observations on the histology and functions of the pituitary
body. In elasmobranchs the secretion is poured directly
into the blood-vessels.
New Inventions.
AN IMPROVED VAGINAL SPECULUM.
THE accompanying illustration shows an improved form of
Sims’s vaginal speculum, which I have found useful. I have
added a flange-like projection to the upper blade, which is
of considerable assistance when examining patients in the
left lateral position. The flange lifts up the right buttock
when the speculum is inserted so that one can dispense with
the help of a nurse or assistant and a much better view of the
cervix is obtained than is possible with the ordinary form of
duckbill instrument at present in use. The speculum has
been made for me at my suggestion by Messrs. Allen and
Hanburys, Wigmore-street, W.
C. HUBERT ROBERTS,
M.D. Lond., F.R.C.S. Eng., F.R.C.P. Lond.
Welbeck street, W -
ASYLUM REPORTS.
Surrey County Lunatio Asylum at Brookn’ood (Annual Report
for the Year 1910).-The total number of cases treated at this
asylum during the year was 1315, the average number
resident being 1063. There were .admitted 283 cases, of
whom 141 were males and 142 were females. 133 cases
were discharged, 75 being discharged as recovered, giving a
recovery-rate calculated on the admissions, but excluding
transfers from other asylums, of 43’ 69 per cent for the males
and 24 per cent. for the females, the total average being
32’ 89 per cent. There were 72 deaths during the year, a
percentage on the daily average number resident of 6 77.
The cause of death was verified by post-mortem examination
in 93 per cent. of the deaths.
County and City of Worcester Lunatic Asylum at Powiak
(Annual Report for the Year 1910).-At this asylum the aver- 
Iage number resident was 957. The admissions numbered 
189, there being 80 males and 109 females. A percentage of
13’ 2 of the direct admissions had had a previous attack. A
history of insane heredity appears to have been obtained itt
only 37 per cent. Sixty-seven persons were discharged
during the year. Of this number 15 males and 24 females
were discharged recovered, being a rate of 25- 8 on direct
admissions. Sixty-three persons died, and post-mortem
examinations were made in 52 cases. The chief causes of
death were : phthisis, 20’ 6 per cent.; heart disease, 12 7 per
cent. ; Bright’s disease, 11-1 1 per cent.; and old age, 24 per
cent.
Derby Borough Asylum. (Annual Report for the I&eacute;ar
1910) -The daily average number resident at this asylum
was 357. The number of patients admitted was 84. The
general health of the patients admitted was found to be
very unsatisfactory, and the medical superintendent, Dr. S.
Rutherford Macphail, remarks that in many cases the mental
condition was complicated with bodily disease of a serious
nature, no less than 69 per cent. being found to suffer from
recognisable physical disease. Oae-fourth of the patients
admitted had organic heart disease. Inquiry revealed the
occurrence of actual insanity among near relations in 40 per
cent., while in several others mental and physical defects
indicating degeneration were observed. Thirty-six patients
were discharged, 30 as recovered. The recovery rate was
45’45 per cent. of the admissions, excluding transfers, and
6’90 per cent. of the total number under treatment. The
number of deaths was 23, being a percentage of 6 44 on
the daily average number resident. The average age at
death was 54 years. The death-rate is the lowest in the
history of the asylum. Post-mortem examinations were
made in every case. General paralysis was found to be the
cause of death in 23-8 per cent., phthisis in 7 per cent., and
senile decay in 9 5 per cent.
Bzceks County Asylum at Stone (Annual Report for
the Year 1910).-The average daily number on the register
at thi-i asylum was 665. There were admitted 210 patients,
91 being males and 119 females. Of those admitted,
and excluding congenital cases, 110 were first-attack
cases, while 36 had suffered from one or more previous
attacks. An insane heredity was ascertained in 47 cases, or
28 per cent. Altogether 94 patients were discharged, of whom
66 had recovered, giving a recovery rate of 43’ 7 per cent. for
males and 36-9 per cent. for females calculated on the direct
admissions. The death-rate was 9 3 per cent. of the average
number resident, as compared with 12 - 2 of last year. The
death-rate from tubercle was low, being 6 - 4 per cent. of all
causes. A female patient died at the age of 74, after 57z
years’ residence.
Monmouthshire Asyl1lm at Abergavenny (Anmlal Report for
the Year 1910).-At this asylum the average number resi-
dent was 951. There were admitted 174 patients, of whom
100 were males and 74 were females. Seventy-seven patients
were discharged, and of these 54 were discharged as
recovered. The recovery rate for the year, calculated on the
total number of admissions, was 31 per cent., or 22 per cent.
for males and 43 2 per cent. for females. This rate is 5 per
cent. lower than the average rate obtained since the opening
of the asylum and is accounted for by the very low rate
among the male patients which arises from the unfavourable
character of these cases on admission. The deaths numbered
75, and the rate, calculated on the average number resident,
was 7’ 8 per cent. Post-mortem examinations were made in
77 per cent. of those who died.
City of London Asylum at Stone, near IJartjord (annual
-Report for the Year 1910).-The average daily number
resident at this asylum was 589. There were 164
admissions. Discharges were 94, of which 31 were re-
coveries, being a proportion per cent. of 24-2 2 on the
direct admissions. Deaths numbered 43, and 29 necropsies
were made. The percentage of deaths was 7 30 on
the daily average number resident. The medical superii3-
tendent, Dr. R. H. Steen, reports that the death-rate from
consumption on the average number resident was only 3  4
per 1000, and he inclines to attribute this to the situation of
the asylum upon a chalk hill and to the open-air life led by
the patients. Verandahs are in use throughout the whole
year for cases of mental disorder requiring treatment bv
means of rest in bed. Patients anpear to become much
attached to sleeping in the verandahs, and when, owing t3
severe weather, their removal indoors was contemplated, a
storm of opposition arose.
